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Old Geelong Football Club 
 

General Supporter, Pivot Club and Past-Player Notes    2012 (Edition 5 Part 1 November) 

 

Under 19s Finals Wrap         (The Club 18 Wrap is already on the Website. The Reserves is nearing completion.) 

 

Comebacks of the Year. If not of the Decade. These were part of the extraordinary performances 

which took the Unders through three finals matches to a Premiership. To add to that won for the 

Club in 2009. 

 

At the end of the first quarters of both their 

First Semi-Final and their Grand Final two 

weeks later, the OGS looked set for disaster. 

However, you can’t keep a good team down 

(easy to say that now), and back they came 

in the both those games to set up and then 

take out impressive victories. 

 

First Semi-Final vs Therry Penola 

In the First Semi, after kicking initially with 

the aid of a six-goal gale blowing straight 

down the ground, we had managed a paltry 

1-5 by the end of the first quarter, whilst - 

defying most of the known laws of physics -

the opposition had somehow contrived to 

boot a goal against it. 
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Despite our not scoring at all against the wind, against the gale, in the second quarter, we were at least 

able to hold Therry to some extent, to go into the long break 19 points down. Not particularly good, but 

it could have been much, much worse.  

And then in the third things suddenly just 

clicked and the OGS went berserk, piling on 7-3 

to 0-0, and providing us with a real glimmer of 

hope and a lead of 26 points at the final change. 

Despite the strength of the wind, this proved to 

be enough as we hung on to record a pretty 

extraordinary victory. “The OGS defended 

stoutly and bottled up much of the proceedings, 

forcing Therry to play the dead side of the 

ground. In a fantastic display the OGS only 

allowed Therry two goals for the final quarter 

as we continually locked the ball in, forcing 

ball-up after ball-up.” 

 

Three of our four quarters had yielded 1-5, 0-0 

and 0-1 (a grand total of one goal and six 

behinds), and yet we had survived and would be 

playing the following week. 

 

 

Old Geelong: 1-5   1-5   8-8   8-9   defeated  Therry  1-0   4-6   4-6   6-10 

Goals: R. Kemp 2, C. Jordan, S. Youngman, J. Grimshaw, W. Sloss, H. Byrne, A. De Fegely 

Best Players: R. Kemp, C. Burbury, A. De Fegely, G. Macdonald, W. Sloss, H. Byrne 

 

The Preliminary 

Final the following 

Saturday was against 

Ivanhoe who had 

lost just three home-

and-away games for 

the year (admittedly 

two of them were 

against us) but this 

time, again with a 

howling wind, we 

jumped away to a 

good start. 

 

After leading by five 

goals at quarter time, 

we managed to kick 

some truly crucial 

goals against the 

wind in the second 

term, including two 

just before half time 

which gave us a good buffer. 
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“Old Geelong with the wind at their 

back often pushed forward during 

Q3, but the Hoes’ defence had 

stepped up a gear, often clearing 

our entries. It was not until late in 

the quarter that some quick goals 

were achieved before the group 

headed in for another O’Brien 

sermon. Old Geelong knew that they 

would have to concentrate for the 

remaining 25 minutes if they wanted 

to extend their season another week, 

as the Hoes would be coming. 

 

“Ivanhoe threw everything at Old 

Geelong in Q4 and had many an 

inside 50; fortunately for the OGS 

there was often great pressure exerted on the opposition by our Back Six, which had performed 

admirably all day, and a number of the Hoes’ attempted scoring shots went astray” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“It’s just a jump to 

the left ....” 
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Old Geelong: 6-3   9-3   13-5   14-5   defeated   Ivanhoe 1-2   5-5   7-6   10-11 

Goals: K. Taylor 4, R. Kemp 3, J. Grimshaw 3, W. Sloss, G. Macdonald, R. de Crespigny, 

A. De Fegely   Best: C. Burbury, H. Byrne, B. Yeo, W. Sloss, R. Kemp, R. de Crespigny 

 

 

On the following Thursday evening there 

was a great sense of excitement at 

training and for the meal in the rooms 

afterwards at Como: the Club would 

have the opportunity this coming Sunday 

to add two more Premierships to that 

won by our Club 18 team a couple of 

weeks earlier.  

 

Could we turn it into one of the more 

special seasons in the history of the 

OGFC? 
 
================================ 

================================ 

 

 

Initially, however, the portents three days later were not good. Indeed they were dire. 

 

In the Grand Final, this time a 

match played in still and perfect 

conditions, we had been left 

shocked and floundering - with a 

deficit of 30 points at the end of 

the first term, trailing 1-1 to 5-7. 

Twelve scoring shots to two! 

You would have thought there 

was a six-goal wind slamming 

down the Trevor Barker Oval, 

against us, given OGS’ position 

at the end of Q1, but there was 

barely a hint of a breeze. 

 

We had been comprehensively 

beaten all around the ground in 

an effort that defied description. (Thereby, perhaps thankfully, reducing the length of these notes by 

a number of pages.) The conditions remained perfect (for those who might remember, very similar 

to those for the two Premierships of 1990, and the Reserves’ victory of 2007, all on the same 

ground) but we had achieved virtually nothing. 

 

Betfair, no, sorry, Sportsbet (because that’s the company for which U19s co-Coach Daniel 

O’Brien works), were offering odds similar to those you’d get on Greater Western Sydney 

Reserves beating the Sydney Swans Firsts. 
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And then came “The Comeback”. At half 

time you would still have thought that there 

had been a six-goal wind blowing, but this 

time in our favour, because in the second 

quarter we kept Williamstown to just three 

points, while we - well Karey Taylor - 

booted five goals for the term.  

 

But you don’t kick goals unless you are 

being well fed by your on-ballers up the 

ground. (So they tell me.) The OGS had 

lifted massively and the reversal had been 

breathtaking as we went into the long break 

just two points adrift, and then continued 

much of the momentum in the third to hit 

the front and then extend the lead – a lead 

which could have been greater had it not 

been for our inaccuracy, kicking 3-6 for the 

term. 
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Photos 2 and 3 this page: a third-quarter OGS’ goal. So exactly which team was past player Ian Whiting 

(furthest left) supporting? 
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Fourteen points was not a huge buffer, but it 

was a damn side better than trailing by 30; in 

the final term Williamstown, who had 

kicked just one goal in the last two quarters, 

knew they still had a chance, revived, and 

started to exert some real pressure – helped 

by our even more inaccurate kicking (a 

potentially match-losing 1-6 for the term), 

when we could have had it sealed - on a 

number of occasions. What the hell had 

happened to our straight kicking of the week 

before?! 

 

This inaccuracy was to keep the opposition 

much in contention 

until deep into the 

term. A barrage of 

questions to the 

timekeepers (not 

least from the 

Editor: Josh, we’re 

not sure about your 

dress sense but you 

did a great job 

with the clock) 

finally brought the 

desired answer - 

just “30 seconds to 

go” - and then the 

siren went and OGs were PREMIERS. 

 

Old Geelong: 1-1   6-2   9-8   10-14  defeated Williamstown CYMS  5-7   5-10   6-12   9-12 

Goals: K. Taylor 6, W. Sloss, H. Byrne, A. De Fegely, S. Hughes 

Best: K. Taylor, C. Burbury, R. Kemp, W. Sloss, H. Byrne, B. Yeo 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This completes the introduction to 

these notes. 
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   We now thank co-Coach Simon O’Brien for his much more detailed Match Report: 

 

“Old Geelong travelled to Trevor Barker Oval on a beautiful Sunday morning on the 16th of 

September knowing the next two hours would be the culmination of all the hard work the playing 

group had put into the last six months, and that a huge game against strong opposition awaited us.  

 

The mood in the rooms pre-game was very 

focussed on the task at hand and the word 

that now echoed throughout was 

“Opportunity”. Despite some uncertainty 

earlier in the week, it was an unchanged 

line-up from the Preliminary Final and the 

team was confident that if everyone played 

their role, this was the side which could 

deliver Old Geelong its second Under 19 

Premiership. 

 

Andy De Fegely led his troops out onto 

the field for one of the last times in Year 

2012, to take his men through one final 

warm-up and to get themselves ready for 

what would be a war over the next two 

hours. His next appointment was with the 

men-in-white for the coin toss, and for the first time in this finals series, the tails failed and we were 

kicking into a slight breeze, OGs 0 – Willy 1. Final instructions were given and a long week of 

thought and somewhat wasted nervous energy was now over, and the game could finally begin. 
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At end of Quarter 1: Old Geelong 1-1 trail Williamstown CYMS 5-7 
 

Old Geelong had spent much of the week discussing the importance of a good start - and that Willy 

had not played footy for 14 days and could be slow out of the blocks; how wrong could we be!?!? 

Their ruckman gave their on-ballers 25 minutes of high quality service and the on-ballers duly 

obliged, wanting the footy more than the OGs in the opening duels. They consistently drove the 

footy into the Willy forward line and the OGs defenders were under immense pressure. 

Williamstown amassed some 12 shots on goal during the first stanza and things were not looking 

good. (Not looking 

good! File under 

“A.T.M.U.” - for A 

Truly Massive 

Understatement. - 

Ed.); the zone they 

pressed on us was 

also stifling our 

forward entries, but 

thankfully KT was 

able to waken the 

OGS from their 

slumber late in the 

piece and indicate 

“Yes, we can 

compete and let’s 

not give this game 

up just yet.” 

 

 

And then a zone-breaking poster from Brownlow Barham finally showed that some of the drills 

we had worked on during the week could break down the Willy press. The backline should be 

commended for its efforts in Q1, especially hard nut Bryce Yeo who was smashing in and laid a 

bone-jarring tackle late in the quarter to announce to Willy, “OGs are still around and you are not 

having this all your own way.” 
 

Quarter time goals were 

re-assessed and a call to 

up the tempo especially 

in the midfield was 

made, Kempy was told 

to head to CHB and his 

days as a forward in the 

Unders were now 

officially over. A key 

theme was taken to start 

Q2: Let’s up the 

intensity big time, let’s 

get the game back on 

our terms and let’s get 

four majors for the 

quarter. 
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End Q2: Old Geelong 6-2 trail Williamstown 5-10 

 

OGs knew that the second term was very much a do-or-die affair: we either get back in this contest 

quick or we can kiss a fantastic opportunity good-bye. To the credit of the group and led ably by De 

Fegely, today was not the day the OGs would waste that opportunity, and they would fight tooth-

and-nail to get back into this game.  

 

Almost immediately we started to get use of the footy through the midfield 

with Will Sloss and Henry Byrne winning everything in and under, and 

being the instigators of the upped intensity. OGs were encouraged to run and 

carry the ball, with Will Homes and Rory Vocale assisting their captain in 

this domain, whilst A Bloke With A Big Mop Of Hair caught fire down 

deep in the 50. 

 

It was all OGs in Q2, kicking some five goals and one behind for the term. The backline was now 

on top and Kempy was cutting off any forward entries that Willy had, whilst Burbs, Keys, Lugg 

and Fisher were all enjoying being able to have the footy in OGs’ hands and creating opportunities 

from the back half.  

 

The zone Williamstown had 

applied so diligently in Q1 

was not as strong in Q2 and 

a more man-on-man 

approach was applied. OGS 

had compiled probably 

their best quarter of footy 

for the year on the biggest 

stage, which was some 

achievement in itself. Four 

goals were asked of the 

players at quarter time, five 

came from one man’s boot, 

in the form of KT. The game 

was back to level pegging 

and the Blue-and-White had momentum; the Q1 calamity had been overcome and now there was a 

half of footy left to determine the victor. 
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At the long break OGs were encouraged to continue to run and carry the footy and take the game 

on, get it into our forward line as quickly as possible and give our forwards the best opportunity. 

 

Tweet of the day. 16 Sep The CYs Tweet _@TheCYsTweet “@smokiedawson: Five in a row to OGs 

full forward. He is killing us! 5-10 to 6-2 CYs just #vafau19” And I was going to go the early 

crow!” 

 

End Q3: Old Geelong 9-8 lead Williamstown 6-12 

 

The Hoops were able to start the third quarter akin 

to the second as the mids were clearly on top, whilst 

our alternating ruckmen of James “Kebabla” 

Habla (below) and Chris Jordan were gaining  

ascendancy over the tiring sole Willy ruckman. The 

Black Eyed Pea in the form of Rupert De Crep had 

overcome the effects of his early clash with friendly 

fire and was now sharing in winning the footy 

through the corridor, George Macdonald was 

playing the link between centre and forward 

wonderfully whilst Hughesy (right) was relishing 

his opportunity to be at the bottom of every pack yet 

executing diligently by foot. 

 

The moment that typified the OGs’ form 

turnaround was when Charlie Heal and 

Oscar Robinson had utter commitment to 

the footy in a marking contest which 

resulted in a huge clash of Hooped bodies; 

although OGs got two thankfully-

momentary injuries from this clash, it 

became evident to all and sundry that the 

OGs were prepared to sacrifice on this day. 

The defence had now become utterly 

miserly and by three quarter time had only 

conceded a goal in quarters two and three 

whilst the Hoops were able to add another 

three in Q3 and head into the last change of the year with a 14-point lead. That said, some wayward 
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kicking had left some great opportunities squandered and we should have been further in front. OGs 

were encouraged to continue to attack and create more opportunities, as we knew Willy would be 

coming and the lead was far from 

safe. 

 

(Photo Hint No.71 from Taking 

Better Pictures for Dummies: 

always be conscious of your 

background and do not take photos 

of the Old Geelong Football Club 

President with a public toilet behind 

him.) 

 

The final quarter of the year began as 

OGs had hoped, with the Hoops 

initially keeping the momentum on 

our side for the first ten minutes, but for all the opportunities created, poor kicking was often the 

unfortunate outcome.  

 

And then the momentum suddenly shifted back to Williamstown about half way through the 

quarter, with the OGs abruptly tiring, and Willy became the side that looked the fitter, and which 

was prepared and able to finish their work - with 

three quick goals after we had kicked the first 

much earlier. The pressure was now right back 

on our backline, and the season on the line as we 

were now only a goal in front. 

 

If Karey Taylor caught fire in Q2, Harry 

Baylis had become an inferno as he marked 

everything in the final quarter on the last line of 

defence and distributed wonderfully to his 

fellow back-men in Morrison, Kemp and 

Burbury. And then came another opportunity: 

all of Rupert De Crep’s post-training boundary 

shots during the year nearly came, seemed to 

have come, almost certainly had come, to 

fruition as he claimed a goal late in the piece which would have shut the gate, only to be denied by 

the flag-waving man in white who adjudged it to be a behind.  
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And then the Corio Experiment delivered (just about) everything it had promised, to go down in 

OGs’ folklore. 

 

(Change of tense for dramatic effect.) Willy push wide out of the backline to the flank; enter Will 

Holmes who launches onto his opponent’s shoulders and takes = Hang 1. He proceeds to kick deep 

into our forward line to a waiting KT; but Jock Grimshaw, having just finished marking out his 

High Jump* run-up, proceeds to take his leap: he soars over the pack and perches himself into and 

onto KT’s mop - and takes the Leap of the Year in the dying minutes of a “granny” - to the roars 

from the Club’s faithful = Hang 2.         (* High Jump – see later report on Page 22 of these notes.) 

 

This could be the sealer, the slamming of 

the gate, the fairytale, but instead there is 

disappointment, as the resulting kick from 

a tight angle is yet another point, and our 

opportunity to close out the game in the 

most emphatic way has again been 

missed. 
=============================== 

Indeed, the match was very much still in 

the balance and now Willy were coming; 

OGs were forced to defend a slender lead 

and Forwards were quickly becoming 

Defenders as numbers were thrown 

behind the ball.  
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Questions were being hurled at our Runner as to how long there was left, as the OGs held a seven 

point lead (that previous point, Jock, could 

have been vital!). The answer was now a 

minute - 60 ruddy seconds - still on the clock 

and with the ball in Willy’s forward half.  

 

But then enter Will Sloss who as he had done 

all day continued to win the footy in tight and 

distribute outside to the runners; to the 

screams of our supporters OGs were away and 

out wide on the wing - forty seconds, and we 

should be able to hold from here.  

 

Indeed, our final entry into the forward line 

was marked by Oscar Robinson some 35 

metres out on a slight angle, and as he 

dutifully took some time off the clock the siren 

sounded and OGs were PREMIERS for 2012. Oscar had his Max Rooke moment for a post-siren 

goal but wanted to get amongst the celebrations and rushed his kick - for our final point for the year. 

Tremendous excitement and great relief – we had won it (despite kicking 4-12 for the second half 

of the game). 

 

From extremely humble beginnings the Old 

Geelong Under 19 side were able to walk with a 

premiership cup and medallions to match, which 

was the result of a group of blokes who were 

prepared to work extremely hard and sacrifice for 

one another. For this the team must thank the 

committee for the investment made in the team and 

ultimately Jimmy Legoe (right) who was not only 

President of the Club but also often team manager 

and water-boy for the Unders.  

 

The season was a roller coaster of high emotions,  

beginning with great highs out at Ivanhoe in April 

yet enduring disappointments in losing troops to 

season ending injuries, namely Josh Sumura and 

Chris Ashen. Thanks must go to all the coaching 

and support staff at Old 

Geelong but especially to 

Frank Dunell (right) for 

his guidance and 

leadership across the club 

and to Alex McKenzie 

(left) our physio who was 

very professional in her 

physio duties and the lads 

loved having her around. 
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Premiership Photographer Peter Lemon has captured almost every moment in still form this year 

and we will long be able to cherish the memories he has provided. 

 

The support of the parents has been awesome over the season, with some 

volunteering their services to wave the flags in the warmth of April or 

during the depths of July, or driving sometimes long distances, often at 

early hours, and generally going the extra mile to ensure their boys could 

wear the Hoops – their support has been immeasurable. 

 

Thanks must also go to Cathie Kemp for introducing the Parents’ 

Morning Tea for some of the early games at Como, which was a terrific 

initiative.   

Although things 

did not look great 

at quarter time of 

the Grand Final, all 

the parents and 

supporters were willing to get out to the 

huddle, encourage and support their boys to 

slowly turn things around and continue to 

give their best efforts and for that we thank 

you. 

 

And special mention must be made of Harry 

Graham and Will Evans who manfully 

were water-boys in a time of personal 

disappointment.  

 

To all the boys who played for the OGs’ 

Unders this year, we thank you! You really 

are a fantastic group of young men and what 

you were able to achieve in the 2012 football 

year is a great credit to you as a group.” 

 

        Simon O’Brien, co-Coach 

 

 

 

 

====================================================================== 

 

 


